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.§all Francisco Q:hronidt Wed., Sept. 8, 1971 
/No Way to Avoid It' 
Editor-On Monday extensive 
bu~ing will be introduced into the 
Sr1n Francisco School system. 
There is no way, at this time, to 
avoid it. A federal court has issued 
i1 s order, a stay of that order has 
been denied by the United States 
Supreme Court. 
The only question before us now 
is how we accept the rule of law. 
That question is of particular sig-
nificance today because violence 
is in the air. It has struck other 
cities where extensive school bus-
ing has been inaugurated. But vio-
lence and defiance of state law and 
federal orders simply cannot be 
tolerated in San Francisco. 
Anyone who encourages defi-
ance of law at this point in our 
history must accept the moral re-
sponsibility for any damage to our 
children. And anyone who ignores 
his duty to support the rule of law 
v,il! be ... equally culpable. 
V1olations of the compulsory 
-ec;ucation law are not "soft 
crimes." All crimes against chil-
dren are "hard crimes," and that is 
especially the case when children 
are deprived in any way of an edu-
cation. 
Our c h i I d r en should not be 
rnade the tools of a political disa-
greement or their class rooms the 
battleground for ideological con-
flict. 
A I thou g h defiance must be 
dealt with sternly, it should not -be 
confused with dissent. The neigh-
borhood school has been an inte-
gral part' of the fabric of our so-
c;ety and its virtues are manifest. 
Those who wish to preserve that 
imtitution should be encouraged 
not to defy the law but to seek 
ti1eir ends through every legal 
means a v a i I a b I e to them. The 
courts remain one such avenue. 
Judge Weigel's ruling is now on 
appeal to the United States Court 
of Appeals, where it is being vigro-
ously prosecuted in favor of the 
:'eighborhoqd school, by the City. 
If that appeal should prove un-
successful, the City fully intends 
to take the matter to the United 
St<·tes Supreme Court. 
The courts are not the only 
means for constructive dissent. All 
that the Constitution requires are 
racially integrated schools. No 
particular busing plan is mandato-
ry. 
' Parents who are dissatisfied with 
the plan adopted by the Board of 
Education should actively seek 
<tmendment of that plan. 
If the school board is unrespon-
sive, then the citizens can move to 
get a new school board, be it ap-
pointed or elected. 
And, of course, we can all con-
t·nue to work to eliminate the ra-
cio;i barriers which exist in this 
City. If this City were residentially-
integrated r a c i a I I y, there would 
have been no conceivable excuse 
for the school busing order ... 
When Monday arrives, this City 
can, I am confident, accept the 
rule of law and pursue a course of 
cons-tructive dissent. 
Sah Frahciscans must demon-
s! 14te to the rest of the nation that 
the rule of law will prevail, even 
when its consequences are dis-
tasteful to large numbers of peo-
ple. 
San Francisco has to assume 
thc:.t position of leadership because 
we are a City with a long tradition 
for tolerance, boldness and the 
ability to turn adversity to our ad-
vantage. 
GEORGE MOSCONE 
State Senator 
San Francisco 
